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- “Barbarian” dynasties in the north and in the west of
China

- Liao Edynasty (916-1125)

- Xixia PAE dynasty (1032-1227)

- Jin & dynasty (1115-1234)

- Mongols (since 1234)

- Song R dynasty (960-1279, Northern SongiJt 7 (to
1127), Southern Song FE=R (from 1127)

=> increasingly orientated towards the sea, though
Chinese ships did not yet sail nonstop to the
Western Indian Ocean.
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Genghis Khan's (1162-1227) and the
subsequent Mongolian conquests of vast
areas changed the political structure
completely



Yuan Jt China (1279-1368)
and llkhanid Iran (1256-
1339)

Relations between China and
Iran entered a new era.
Reason:

- blood relationship between
Kublai Khan JoitttH Z% %) and
Hllegl Khan fBZYJU (sons of
Tolui #55, youngest son of
Genghis Khan)

- most important symbol:
recognition of the sovereignty of
the Yuan emperors by the
llkhanides (literally “vice khans™)

) R




llkhanate 1

FIFFE
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-Exchange between Iran and China was
paramount during the “Mongol period”.
-Commercial, scientific and cultural aspects
-Persian had become the /ingua franca on the
Silk Road and Iranian culture had spread along
the same way = Persian was regarded by the
Chinese government of the Ming and even Qing
dynasties as the language of the people along
the Silk Road.



Overland and oversea travelers

«1245-1246: Johannes de Plano Carpini
«1252-1255: Wilhelm von Rubruk
«1271-1295: Marco Polo

*1325-1354 |bn Battuta

*Rabban Bar Sauma (c. 1220-1294)









1) Cultural impacts

Though the Mongols extremely devastated and depopulated the
territory of Iran (and China) they had a huge impact on Iran as
they restored the country in the approximate borders of the pre-
Islamic Sasanid Empire, and, strangely enough, the modern state
of Iran owes its existence to a high degree to the Mongol
occupation.

-For the first time that the name "lran" and "lranshahr” ("Kingdom
of Iran") appeared again.

- Persian instead of Arabic became the venhicle of historical
writing. Rashid ad-Din (1247-1318) compiled the first "World
History" (Jame' al-tawarikh 524E) which included among other
such histories a history of China.



-Mongol rule widened the horizons of Iran which was situated on
the main communication lines between east and west, and
China's culture and administration influenced Iran intensely

-The administration of the Mongols in Iran copied many features
of Chinese administration

- Role of Bolad =4 &k #H (d. 1313)

-Most enduring cultural influence of China on Iran is probably the
influence on Iranian miniature painting through Chinese artists
working in Buddhist temples in Iran

-In China, the most interesting influence is perhaps the dominance
of Persian among Chinese Muslims until the end of the 19t
century
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Landscape with trees, Iran, early 14th c.
(miniature in the "Diez-Albums", Diez A fol. 71, S. 10)
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* Transcription of Persian in Chinese texts

* Transcription of Chinese names in Persian
texts

* Description of the mode of Chinese writing by
Rashid ad-din Hamadani (1247-1318)
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'All Akbar Khata'l, Khataynameh
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Rashid al-Din Hamadani (1247-1318,
physician, minister, historian

Pt | - P IE R, BRAE
PR

Sons of Tolui: Kubilai and Hulegu
(founder of the Illkhanide Empire d.
1265)

(FEEHI LT 2 ZIATE AU
(12654F 2= 1)




Rashid ad-din, Tankstignameh, p. 22
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Rashid ad-din, Tankstgnameh, p. 23
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Rashid ad-din, Tankstignameh, p. 24
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S ZE Resume

o WA FEE The Chinese script has no
letters

o EHAEA AR AT E AR, — A
XTI — A~ 24 B — & Each name and sound
has its definite form, each form corresponds
with one name or sound

o NIRRT N AN S BT HLAL Persons
who know all characters hold the highest
positions




S ZE Resume

o b ANATTHETR X _EA S H %S (The script) does
not allow any mistakes concerning the
meaning of words

o HF B E £ 2R 1A God and king

have special characters

o AN no mistakes possible

o MATTRISCFZAEAN & LB LAY Their

script is deifinitely not based on letters




Rashid ad-din, History of China -
(f. 391v)
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Rashid ad-din
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Rashid ad-din
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Resume

Description of Printing (no mistakes possible)

Persons reported that the Chinese write every
word with one character — no one believed it

By research the fact was confirmed
Better than any other script
Different words have different characters



Resume

 Examples
* Numbers are written in special characters to
avoid mistakes

 Their books are free of mistakes



Rashid ad-din

% 52 (f. 393v)
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The word ... with the meaning "one" is, for
example, written like this..., but when it means
God, the Lord, with this caracter... Thus the
respect and adoration is expressed by the
different writing.



2) Astronomy, medicine, pharmacy,

technique
-Mongols showed hig

N interest in astronomy

and in lIran they found
Maragheh under the |

ed the o
eadershi

oservatory at

0 of Nasir ad-

Din Tusi where also Chinese astronomers

worked.

- Jamal ad-Din introduced seven astronomical
instruments in China and helped to reform the

Chinese calendar.
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-Rashid ad-din being a trained physician
showed a high interest in Chinese medicine
and compiled the "Tansugnameh", a work on
Chinese medicine

_[_r_A

-In China, the [F][2]#% /7 was a catalogue of
Iranian and Arabic medicines of which four

chapters survived in the National Library of
China

- "Cookbook" g i IFE 2, the oldest extent
cookbook of Chinese cuisine at the imperial

court



Important were also the exchange of military
techniques; the first Chinese who came to Iran
during this period were artillery men, experts
of the mangonel. Likewise, military experts of
the Middle East assisted the Mongols in
conquering Chinese cities.






3) Geography and cartography

The most striking example of the
achievements and the exchange of Eastern
and Western cartography and geography
during Mongol rule is the JE— 55 F A B A1
2 & which is today preserved in several
copies in Japan, but was originally drawn in
Korea and originated ultimately in China
where it was also inspired by knowledge of
the geography of West Asia and even
Europe.







